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4.12.1 Word stress 

 
[bən|taːh|də]  not [bən|taːhd|ə] 
[bjauN|dən] not [bjau|Ndən] 
[kʲiə|Lə|xəɣ] not [kʲiəL|əx|əɣ] 
[Lʲɛh|bə|Nən] not [Lʲɛhb|ə|Nən] 

 
[kaːR|Nəɣ] but [kaːRN] 

[sdrɔːNʲ|dʲən] but [sdrɔːNʲ] 
[kʲaRʃ|dɪç] but [kʲaRʃd] 

[brʲɛx|gə|xəɣ] but [brʲɛxg] 

 
putag  [puh|dag] freiceadan [frʲeç|gʲə|dan] 
ceartaich  [kʲaRʃ|dɪç] sròn [sdrɔːn] 
Alba [a|La|bə] arm [a|ram] 

 

pho
▇

to
▃

graph
▃

 pho
▃

to
▇

gra
▃

phy
▃

 pho
▃

to
▃

gra
▇

phic
▃

 

99. 


15.648


34.06389


26.671162


6.84



 

 

per
▇

vert
▃

 per
▃

vert
▇

 

sur
▇

vey
▃

 sur
▃

vey
▇

 

per
▇

mit
▃

 per
▃

mit
▇

 

in
▇

va
▃

lid
▃

 in
▃

va
▇

lid
▃

 

 
1 Syllable 2 Syllables 3+ Syllables 

cas
▇

 [kas] bà
▇

ta
▃

 [baːhdə] ca
▇

ma
▃

nachd
▃

 [kamanəxg] 

sìth
▇

 [ ʃ iː] beann
▇

tan
▃

 [bjauNdən] leabh
▇

rai
▃

chean
▃

 [Lʲɔːrɪçən] 

lag
▇

 [Lag] cea
▇

nnard
▃

 [kʲaNəRd] dìo
▇

chuimh
▃

nea
▃

chadh
▃

 [dʲiəxənəxəɣ] 

 

Nic
▃

Aoidh
▇

 
[Nʲiçˈgʲɤj] 

Mac
▃

Mhui
▇

rich
▃

 
[maxgˈvurʲɪç] 

Mac
▃

Gu
▇

ma
▃

raid
▃

[maxˈgumərɪdʲ] 

Mo
▃

Liu
▇

bha
▃

 
[məˈLʲu.ə] 

Ma
▃

Rui
▇

bhe
▃

 
[məˈRɯjə] 

Mac
▃

Gille
▃

Ea
▇

thain
▃

 
[maxgʲɪˈLʲɛhɛNʲ] 

Di
▃

Luain
▇

 
[dʲɪˈLuəNʲ] 

Di
▃

Cia
▇

dain
▃

 
[dʲɪˈkʲiədɪNʲ] 

Diar
▃

Daoin
▇

 
[dʲəRˈDɯːNʲ] 


17.232


20.76


30.014912
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 

mac
▇

 Phàd
▇

raig
▃

 
[maxg faːdrɛgʲ] 

Mac
▃

Phàd
▇

raig
▃

 
[maxgˈfaːdrɛgʲ] 

mac
▇

 Eògh
▇

ain
▃

 
[maxg jɔː.ɪNʲ] 

Mac
▃

Eògh
▇

ain
▃

 
[maxgˈjɔː.ɪNʲ] 

 

Gaelic   Irish   
MacAonghais Mac Aonghais 
MacColla Mac Colla 
MacGilleDhuibh Mac Giolla Dhuibh 
MacRaghnaill Mac Raghnaill 
MacShuibhne Mac Shuibhne 

 

Dùn
▃

 Bhea
▇

gan
▃

 [dunˈvegan] In
▃

bhir
▃

 Ao
▇

ra
▃

 [iNʲɪˈrʲɯːrə] 

Ci
▃

lle
▃

 Bhrì
▇

de
▃

 [kʲiLʲəˈvriːdʲə] Bai
▃

le
▃

 Sheu
▇

mais
▃

 [baləˈheːmɪʃ ] 

Clann
▃

 Dòmhn
▇

aill
▃

 kLaNˈdɔ̃ː.ɪLʲ] Clann
▃

 U
▇

laidh
▃

 [kLaˈNuLɪ] 

 
Mis-spelling suggests but actually is 
Inbhirnis [iNʲɪrʲnɪʃ ] [iNʲɪrʲˈniʃ ] 
Portrigh [pɔRʃdri] [pɔRʃ ˈdriː] 


9.12


12.486493


11.676709


19.774677


4.5975604



 

 

an
▃

-diugh
▇

 [əNʲˈdʲu] a
▃

-mhàin
▇

 [əˈvaːNʲ] a
▃

-nuas
▇

 [əˈNuəs] 

a
▃

-réir
▇

 [əˈReːrʲ] taigh
▃

-beag
▇

 [təˈbeg] an
▃

-uiridh
▇

 [əˈNurʲɪ] 

 

bun
▃

tà
▇

ta
▃

 [bəNˈtaːhdə] seam
▃

pù
▇

 [ʃəmˈpu] 

Ca
▃

trìo
▇

na
▃

 [kaˈtriənə] Doi
▃

lìo
▇

na
▃

 [dɔˈliːnə] 

Gi
▃

lle
▃

brì
▇

de
▃

 [gʲiLʲəˈbrʲiːdʲə]  Cai
▃

ris
▃

tìo
▇

na
▃

 [karʲɪʃˈdʲiənə] 

 
Common spelling suggests but actually is 
àrd-ìre [aːRdirʲə] or [aRdˈiːrʲe] [aːRd iːrʲə] 
droch-bheachd [drɔxvəxg] or [drɔxˈvɛxg] [drɔx vɛxg] 
bileag-fiosrachaidh [bilagfisrəxɪ] or [bilagˈfisrəxɪ] [bilag fisrəxɪ] 
cruth-tìre [kruhtʲirʲə] or [krəˈtʲiːrə] [kruh tʲiːrʲə] 

✎ Exercise 100.   

01 a-mhàin  [əvaːNʲ] 02 dùinte [duːNʲdʲə] 

03 bruidhinn [bri.ɪNʲ] 04 dìomhair [dʲiəvɪrʲ] 

05 amannan [aməNən] 06 eagalach [egəLəx] 

07 casan [kasən] 08 móran [moːran] 

09 MacAoidh [maxgɯj] 10 a-steach [əʃdʲɛx] 

11 taighean [tɛhən] 12 Dùn Barra [dunbaRə] 

13 ciallachadh [kʲiaLəxəɣ] 14 cabadaich [kabədɪç] 

15 an-diugh [əNʲdʲu] 16 mearachd [mɛrəxg] 

17 balaich [baLɪç] 18 caistealan [kaʃdʲəLən] 

19 athraichean [arɪçən] 20 lus [Lus] 

101.


13.752


16.639912


10.68


50.304
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4.12.3 Compounds and stress 

 

ro
▇

lling
▃

 + pin
▇

 ro
▇

lling
▃

-pin
▃

 

blue
▇

 + bo
▇

ttle
▃

 blue
▇

bo
▃

ttle
▃

 

 

taigh
▇

 [tɤj] + beag
▇

 [beg] taigh
▃

-beag
▇

 [təˈbeg] 

taigh
▇

 [tɤj] + dubh
▇

 [duh] taigh
▃

-dubh
▇

 [təˈduh] 

sgian
▇

 [sgʲian] + a
▇

ran
▃

 [aran] sgian
▃

-a
▇

rain
▃

 [sgʲənˈarɛNʲ]  



leth
▇

 [Lʲeh] + ceann
▇

 [kʲauN] leth
▇

cheann
▃

 [LʲeçaN] 

mór
▇

 [moːr] + tìr
▇

 [tʲiːrʲ] mór
▇

thir
▃

 [moːrhɪrʲ] 

mór
▇

 [moːr] + cùis
▇

 [kuːʃ ] mór
▇

chuis
▃

 [moːrxuʃ ] 

neo
▇

 [Nʲɔ] + nì
▇

 [Nʲiː] neoi
▇

ni
▃

 [Nʲɔni] 

bà
▇

 [baː] + taigh
▇

 [tɤj] bà
▇

thaich
▃

 [baːhɪç] 


9.768


14.496


29.472
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4.12.4 Unstressed vowels 

 

Mài
▇

ri
▃

 [maːrʲɪ] do
▇

ras
▃

 [dɔrəs] dù
▇

nadh
▃

 [duːnəɣ] 

li
▇

tir
▃

 [Lʲihdʲɪrʲ] cnà
▇

mhan
▃

 [krãːvən] Gàidh
▇

eal
▃

 [gɛː․əL] 

dù
▇

naidh
▃

 [duːnɪ] bai
▇

le
▃

 [balə] ceòl
▇

mhor
▃

 [kʲɔːLvər] 

 

a
▇

ran
▃

 [aran] lea
▇

thad
▃

 [Lʲɛhad] o
▇

na
▃

rach
▃

 [ɔnarəx] 

 

 

dì
▇

 [dʲiː] + cuimh
▇

ne
▃

 [kɯ̃jnə] ⇒ dìo
▇

chuimh
▃

ne
▃

 [dʲiəxənə] 

dùn
▇

 [duːn] + Déagh
▇

 [dʲeː] ⇒ Dùn
▃

 Déagh
▇

 [dunˈdʲeː] 

dùn
▇

 [duːn] + Blà
▇

thain
▃

 [bLaː.ɛNʲ] ⇒ Dùn
▃

 Bhlà
▇

thain
▃

 [dunˈvLaː.ɛNʲ] 

faoin
▇

 [fɯːNʲ] + sgeul
▇

 [sgʲiaL] ⇒ faoin
▇

sgeul
▃

 [fɯːNʲsgʲaL] 

fìor
▇

 [fiər] + eun
▇

 [ian] ⇒ fìor
▇

eun
▃

 [fiəren] 

mìol
▇

 [miəl] + cù
▇

 [kuː] ⇒ mìol
▇

chu
▃

 [miəLxu] 

moch
▇

 [mɔx] + tràth
▇

 [traː] ⇒ moch
▇

thrath
▃

 [mɔxra] 

oil
▇

 [ɔl] + beum
▇

 [beːm] ⇒ oil
▇

bheum
▃

 [ɔlvem] 

102.


20.736


7.032


44.016
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 

sgian
▃

-a
▇

rain
▃

 [sgʲənˈarɛNʲ] 

leabh
▇

ar
▃

-lann
▃

 [Lʲɔ.ərLaN] 

 

neo
▇

-chion
▃

tach
▃

 [NʲɔçəNdəx] neo
▃

-éi
▇

feach
▃

dach
▃

 [Nʲɔˈeːfəxgəx] 

 

ba
▇

na
▃

-bhuid
▇

seach
▃

 [baNə vudʲʃəx] 



ban
▇

-righ
▃

 [bãũNri] bann
▇

trach
▃

 [bãũNdrəx] 

ba
▇

na
▃

rach
▃

 [banarəx] ba
▇

nais
▃

 [banɪʃ ] 

 
Equal Stress 

ana- [ana] ao- [ɯː] 
ath- [ah] deagh- [dʲoː] 
deann- [dʲauN] droch- [drɔx] 
eu- [eː] fìor- [fiər] 
fo- [fɔ] sàr- [saːr] 
seann- [ ʃ auN] sìor [ ʃ iər] 

103. 


4.728


1.848


8.832


27.68996


5.712



 

 

do
▇

chair
▃

 [dɔxarʲ] ⇐ do + cor 

dìo
▇

chuimh
▃

nea
▃

chadh
▃

 [dʲiəxənəxəɣ] ⇐ dì + cuimhneachadh 

sea
▇

n
▃

mhair
▃

 [ ʃ ɛnɛvɪrʲ] ⇐ seann + màthair 

soi
▇

sgeal
▃

 [sɔʃgʲaL] ⇐ so + sgeul 

Page 264 

4.12.5 Exceptions and special endings 

 
-(a)ichean [ɪçən] 
leabhraichean [Lʲɔːrɪçən] 
litrichean [Lʲihdrɪçən] 

-(a)ich [ɪç] 
balaich [baLɪç] 
aithrisich [arʲɪʃɪç] 

-(e)an [ən] 
taighean [tɛhən] 
comasan [koməsən] 

-(a)idhean [ɪjən] 
molaidhean [mɔLɪjən] 
céilidhean [kʲeːlɪjən] 

-tan [dən] 
beanntan [bjauNdən] 
lìontan [LʲiəNdən] 

-tean [dʲən] 
sgoiltean [sgɔldʲən] 
ceistean [kʲeʃdʲən] 

-(e)annan [əNən] 
uaireannan [uərʲəNən] 
deochannan [dʲɔxəNən] 

-(e)achan [əxən] 
déileachan [dʲeːləxən] 
ballachan [baLəxən] 

104.   

105.  

106.  


8.592


45.243713



Blas na Gàidhlig - The Sounds 

 
-(a)ich [ɪç] 
caraich [karɪç] 
cuidich [kudʲɪç] 

-(a)inn [ɪNʲ] 
rachainn [raxɪNʲ] 
mholainn [vɔLɪNʲ] 

-(e)achadh [əxəɣ] 
aithneachadh [aNʲəxəɣ] 
abachadh [abəxəɣ] 

-(a)idh [ɪ] 
cuideachaidh [kudʲəxɪ] 
buailidh [buəlɪ] 

-(e)adh [əɣ] 
dhùineadh [ɣuːNʲəɣ] 
dùnadh [duːnəɣ] 

-(e)ann [əN] 
buidheann [bujəN] 
caorann [kɯːrəN] 

-(a)ig [ɪgʲ] 
dùraig [duːrɪgʲ] 
aisig [aʃɪgʲ] 

-(a)igeadh [ɪgʲəɣ] 
bodraigeadh [bɔdrɪgʲəɣ] 
fàilligeadh [faːLʲɪgʲəɣ] 


dachaigh [daxɪ] éirigh [eːrʲɪ] 
ìomhaigh [iəvɪ] aiseirigh [aʃerʲɪ] 
ionnsaigh [jũːNsɪ] ùrnaigh [uːRNɪ] 

 
Steòrnabhaigh [ ʃdʲɔːRNəvaj] Bhatarsaigh [vahdərsaj] 
Rònaigh [Rɔːnaj] Beàrnaraigh [bjaːRNəraj] 
MacAmhlaigh [maxˈgãũLaj] Fhionnlaigh! [jũːNLaj] 

 
-ail [al] -eid [adʲ] -eil [al] 

beòthail [bjɔː․al] 
fearail [fɛral] 

aiseid [aʃadʲ] 
rifeid [Rifadʲ] 

càirdeil [kaːRdʲal] 
pròiseil [prɔːʃal] 


33.149647


15.85624


21.760029


13.272



 

 
-(e)ag [ag] -(e)an [an] 

marag [marag] 
feòrag [fjɔːrag] 

lochan [Lɔxan] 
balachan [baLəxan] 

 
-ag [ag] ⇒ -aig [ɛgʲ] -eag [ag] ⇒ -eig [ɛgʲ] 

marag [marag] ⇒ maraig [marɛgʲ] 
gealag [gʲaLag] ⇒ gealaig [gʲaLɛgʲ] 

caileag [kalag] ⇒ caileig [kalɛgʲ] 
bileag [bilag] ⇒ bileig [bilɛgʲ] 

 
-an [an] ⇒ -ain [ɛNʲ] -ean [an] ⇒ -ein [ɛNʲ] 

lochan [Lɔxan] ⇒ lochain [LɔxɛNʲ] 
aran [aran] ⇒ arain [arɛNʲ] 

cuilean [kulan] ⇒ cuilein [kulɛNʲ] 
cipean [kʲihban] ⇒ cipein [kʲihbɛNʲ] 


8.16


16.368


16.44
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✎ Exercise 107.   

01.  dùnadh duːn__ɣ 02.  aran ar__n 

03.  urras uR__s 04.  togail tog__l 

05.  cothrom kɔR__m 06.  sitig ʃihdʲ_gʲ 

07.  móran moːr__n 08.  caileag kal__g 

09.  cailleach kaLʲ__x 10.  toman tom__n 

11.  leabhar Lʲɔ.__r 12.  Donnchadh doNox__ɣ 

13.  cupa kuhb__ 14.  craobhan krɯːv__n 

15.  balaich baL__ç 16.  beagan beg__n 

17.  càise kaːʃ__ 18.  dìochuimhnich dʲiəx__n__ç 

19.  boireann bɔrʲ__N 20.  boireannach bɔrʲ__N__x 

21.  corra kɔR__ 22.  tunnag tuN__g 

23.  sgoile sgɔl__ 24.  sgoiltean sgɔldʲ__n 

25.  sgileil sgʲil__l 26.  ceannard kʲauN__Rd 

27.  dèanamh dʲian__v 28.  éiridh eːrʲ__ 

29.  aiseag aʃ__g 30.  litir Lʲihdʲ__rʲ 

31.  bochdainn bɔxg__Nʲ 32.  beinne beNʲ__ 

33.  peantadh pɛnd__ɣ 34.  càirdeil kaːRdʲ__l 

35.  ceartas kʲaRʃd__s 36.  dhùineas ɣuːNʲ__s 

37.  cinnteach kʲiːNʲdʲ__x 38.  dùinidh duːNʲ__ 

39.  rachainn rax__Nʲ 40.  bhathar va.__r 


95.928



11.04

