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5.6.7 Ceud or Ciad? 

 Normally eu is pronounced [ia]:   

feur [fiar] beul [biaL] eun [ian] 
leus [Lʲias] seud [ ʃ iad] meud [miad] 

 If eu followed by m, it is generally pronounced [eː]:   

ceum [kʲeːm] beum [beːm] Seumas [ ʃeːməs] 
feum [feːm] geum [gʲeːm] leum [Lʲeːm] 

 
ciall [kʲiəL] dias [dʲiəs] fiach [fiəx] srian [sdriən] 
dia [dʲiə] cliabh [kliəv] fiadh [fiəɣ] sgian [sgʲiən] 


fiamh [fiav] bian [bian] fianais [fianɪʃ ] Iain [iaNʲ] 
Niall [NʲiaL] miadh [miaɣ] pian [pian] sia [ ʃia] 
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5.6.8 The thing about l, n and r 

 
Broad l n Slender l n 

nàdar [Naːdər] naosg [Nɯːsg] nead [Nʲed] Niall [NʲiaL] 
nuair [Nuərʲ] norrag [NɔRag] neul [NʲiaL] nigh [Nʲi] 
lag [Lag] lann [LauN] leabaidh [Lʲebɪ] liath [Lʲiə] 
lus [Lus] lòn [Lɔːn] leas [Lʲes] lìon [Lʲiən] 


12.264


13.165667


15.696


17.496


36.912



 

 
Broad n Slender l n 

mo nàdar  [mə naːdər] mo nead  [mə ned] 
dà naosg [daː nɯːsg] dà neul  [daː niaL] 
mo norrag [mə nɔRag] cha do nigh  [xa də ni] 
  mo leabaidh  [mə lebɪ] 
  glé liath [gleː liə] 
  a leas [ə les] 

 
Broad r- “Slender” r- 

rag [Rag] ruadh [Ruəɣ] riadh [Riəɣ] rian [Rian] 
ròcas [Rɔːxgəs] ròn [Rɔːn] riochd [Rixg] réidh [Reː] 
giorra [gʲiRə] orra [ɔRə] rionnag [RuNag] oirre [ɔRə] 


Modern Spelling 
ciorram [kʲiRəm] 
giorra [gʲiRə] 
ruith [Ruj] 
ruig [Rɯgʲ] 

 
Broad r ‘Slender’ r 

glé rag [gleː rag] fo rian [fɔ rian] 
dà ròcas [daː rɔːxgəs] glé réidh [gleː reː] 
glé ruadh [gleː ruəɣ] dà rionnag  [daː ruNag] 


20.808


21.264


6.624


13.968
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lag [Lag] balla [baLə]  call [kauL]  
lom [Lɔum] mala [maLə] càl [kaːL]   
lùb [Luːb] balach [baLəx] faiceall [fɛçgʲəL] 

 
glé lag [gleː Lag] glé lom [gleː Lɔum] an do lùb [əN də Luːb] 
mo laogh [mə Lɯːɣ] dà lus [daː Lus] a lùbas [ə Luːbəs] 

 
Lenited l- Lenited n- Lenited r- 
leig i [legʲ i] nigh mi [ni mi] reic mi [reçgʲ mi] 
leudaich i [liadɪç i] nàirich i [naːrʲɪç i] ràinig i [raːnɪgʲ i] 
leanamaid [lɛnəmɪdʲ] nigheamaid [ni.əmɪdʲ] ragamaid [ragəmɪdʲ] 
lìonainn [liənɪNʲ] nochdainn [nɔxgɪNʲ] roinninn [rɤNʲɪNʲ] 


19.128


14.688


25.584



 

 

 
Weak initial l- 

 
Weak initial n- 


Weak initial r 

le [le] ’nam ad [na mad] ri [rʲi] 
leam [lɔum] ’nad ad [na dad] rium [rʲuːm] 
leat [lahd] ’na ad [na ad] riut [rʲuhd] 
leis [leʃ ] ’na h-ad [na had] ris [rʲiʃ ] 
leatha [lɛ.ə] ’nar n-ad [nar nad] rithe [rʲi.ə] 
leinn [leiNʲ] ’nur n-ad [nar nad] rinn [rʲiːNʲ] 
leibh [leiv] ’nan ad [na nad] ribh [rʲiːv] 
leotha [lɔ.ə] no/na [nɔ]/[na] ‘or’ riutha [rʲu.ə] 
 na(n) [nəN(j)] ‘the’ ro [rɔ] ‘before’ & ‘too’ 
 na [na] ‘do not!’ romham [rõ.əm] 
 na(s) [nəs] romhad [rõ.əd] 
 na [nə] ⇐ an do roimhe [rɔ̃jə] 
 nach [nax] roimhpe [rɔ̃ihbə] 
 na [na] relative part. romhainn [rõ.ɪNʲ] 
 nì+ [niː] future of dèan romhaibh [rõ.ɪv] 
  romhpa [rɔ̃hbə] 
  ré [reː] ‘during’ 

 
rium [rɔum] riut [ruhd] ris [rʲiʃ ] rithe [rʲi.ə] 
ruinn [rɯiNʲ] ruibh [rɯiv] riutha [ru.ə] 

 
(a-)nis [əˈniʃ ] (a-)réir [əˈrʲeːrʲ] (a-)réiste [əˈrʲeːʃdʲə] 
(a-)riamh [əˈrʲiəv] (a-)rithist [əˈrʲi.ɪʃdʲ]  


12.336


30.69411


29.448


13.224


10.272
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(a-)nall [əˈNauL] (a-)nìos [əˈNʲiəs] (a-)nochd [əˈNɔxg] 
(a-)nuas [əˈNuəs] (a-)null [əˈNuːL] (a-)raoir [əˈRɤirʲ] 

 

 
Non-initial l & ll 

 
Non-initial n & nn 

 
Non-initial r & rr 

caileag [kalag]  Sìne [ ʃ iːnə] mìrean [mirʲən] 
cuilean [kulan] caoineadh [kɯːNʲəɣ] sireadh [ ʃirʲəɣ] 
buil [bul] cuin [kuNʲ] cìr [kʲiːrʲ] 
càil [kaːl] sin [ ʃ in] maoir [mɯːrʲ] 
milleadh [miLʲəɣ] cinnteach [kʲĩːNʲdʲəx] ’s fheairrde [ ʃaːRdʲə] 
cailleach [kaLʲəx] sinne [ ʃ iNʲə] Nirribhidh [NʲiRɪvɪ] 
till [tʲiːLʲ] cinn [kʲiːNʲ] Loch Sirr [Lɔx ʃ iːR] 
foill [fɤiLʲ] roinn [RɤiNʲ] Oirrinn [ɔRɪNʲ] 
mala [maLə] anail [anal] aran [aran] 
balach [baLəx] anart [anəRʃd] òran [ɔːran] 
càl [kaːL] bàn [baːn] sàr [saːr] 
ìosal [iəsəL] can [kan] càilear [kaːlər] 
balla [baLə] connadh [kɔNəɣ] curran [kuRan] 
ullamh [uLəv] annas [aNəs] sporran [sbɔRan] 
call [kauL] bann [bauN] cearr [kʲaːR] 
f ìdheall [f iː.əL] bonn [bɔuN] torr [tɔːR] 
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5.6.11 How to tell apart the two short o sounds 

 
gob [gob] obair [obɪrʲ] ob [ob] tobair [tobɪrʲ] 
bog [bog] gog [gog] togail [togal] thogras [hogrəs] 
coma [komə] cromag [kromag] lomadh [Loməɣ] droman [droman] 


16.561543


32.304


33.504


33.096


21.888



 

 
ogha [o.ə] gnothach [grõ.əx] motha [mo.ə] 
todhar [to.ər] bodhar [bo.ər] foghainn [fo.ɪNʲ] 
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5.6.12 And how to tell apart the two short e sounds 

 
neas [Nʲes] seas [ ʃes] leas [Lʲes] freagair [frʲegɪrʲ] 
nead [Nʲed] cead [kʲed] fead [fed] beadaidh [bedɪ] 
beag [beg] creag [krʲeg] seagal [ ʃegəL] eagach [egəx] 
eilid [elɪdʲ] creid [krʲedʲ] ceist [kʲeʃdʲ] breith [brʲeh] 
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5.6.13 Dealing with th 

 
After short vowel After long vowel 

gath [gah] math [mah] blàth [bLaː] bùth [buː] 
crith [krʲih] bleith [bleh] sgòth [sgɔː] dlùth [dLuː] 
roth [Roh] sruth [sdruh] maoth [mɯː] sìth [ ʃ iː] 

 
gath mór [ga moːr] roth mór [Rɔ moːr] sruth fada [sdru fadə] 
cruth math [kru mah] ugh beag [u beg] dubh mór [du moːr] 

 
blàthaich [bLaː.ɪç] beòthaich [bjɔː.ɪç] dùthaich [duː.ɪç] 
sgòthach [sgɔː.əx] sgìthich [sgʲiː.ɪç] dìthich [dʲiː.ɪç] 
làthach [Laː.əx] gnàthaich [grãː.ɪç] snàthaid [sNaː.ɪdʲ] 

 
ràitheach [Raːjəx] làitheil [Laːjal] fàitheam [faːjəm] 
dlùithe [dLuːjə] gaoithe [gɤjə] luaithe [Luəjə] 


11.16


37.25066


22.488


14.497892


18.864


15.621141
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Ending in -th Ending in something else 

daoine math [dɯːNʲə ma] daoine móra [dɯːNʲə moːrə] 
balaich sgìth [baLɪç sgʲiː] balaich bheaga [baLɪç vegə] 
falt coin mhath [faLd kɔNʲ va] falt coin ghil [faLd kɔNʲ ʝil] 
cas eòin thràth [kas jɔːNʲ raː] cas eòin dhuibh [kas jɔ:Nʲ ɣɯj] 
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5.6.14 Vowel mutations and Is the plural of moose meese? 

 
ceòl [kʲɔːL]  ⇒ ciùil [kʲuːl] cas [kas]  ⇒ coise [kɔʃə]  
seòl [ ʃɔːL] ⇒ siùil [ ʃuːl] fras [fras] ⇒ froise [frɔʃə] 
fear [fɛr]  ⇒ fir [firʲ]   peann [pjauN] ⇒ pinn [piːNʲ] 
each [ɛx] ⇒ eich [eç] òrd [ɔːRd] ⇒ ùird [uːRdʲ] 
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5.6.15 The ‘old spelling’ and the ‘new spelling’ 

 
Traditional  New 
bó [boː] ⇒ bò [boː] 
cóig [koːgʲ] ⇒ còig [koːgʲ] 
dé [dʲeː] ⇒ dè [dʲeː] 
séid [ ʃeːdʲ] ⇒ sèid [ ʃeːdʲ] 

 
bèicear+ [bɛːçgʲər] gnè+ [grʲɛ̃ː] mèilich [mɛːlɪç] 
mèinn [mɛːNʲ] mèirleach [mɛːRləx] sèimh+ [ ʃ ɛ̃ːv] 
sgèimh [sgʲɛ̃ːv] snèip [ ʃNʲɛːhb] stèisean [sdɛːʃan] 


29.335712


40.437435


14.808


24.216



 

 
bó [boː] có [koː] cóig+ [koːgʲ] 
Eóghann+ [ joːəN] fón+ [foːn] leóbag+ [Lʲoːbag] 
mór+ [moːr] ó! [oː] óbh óbh [oː voːv] 
Tómas+ [toːmas]   

 

go
ó

bhlach [goːLəx] fo
ó

ghnaidh+ [foːnɪ] ro
ó

ghnach [Roːnəx] 

 
Traditional New 
Calum [kaLəm] ⇒ Calum [kaLəm] 
agus [agəs] ⇒ agus [agəs] 
dorus [dɔrəs] ⇒ doras [dɔrəs] 
nàdur [Naːdər] ⇒ nàdar [Naːdər] 
solus [sɔLəs] ⇒ solas [sɔLəs] 

 
Var 1 Var 2 Var 3 Var 4 Var 5 

(GOC) 
Pronounced 

d’thàinig dàinig d’tàinig tàinig tàinig [daːnɪgʲ] 
d’theach deach deach deach deach [dʲɛx] 
d’théid déid d’téid téid tèid [dʲeːdʲ] 
d’thuirt duirt d’tuirt tuirt tuirt [duːRʃdʲ] 
d’thoir doir d’toir toir toir [dɔrʲ] 
d’thug dug d’tug tug tug [dug] 


24.96


7.992


21.504


11.328
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Traditional New 
le m’ ogha [le mo.ə] ⇒ lem ogha [le mo.ə] 
le d’ ogha [le do.ə] ⇒ led ogha [le do.ə] 
le ur cead [ler kʲed] ⇒ ler cead [ler kʲed] 
do m’ ogha [də mo.ə] ⇒ dom ogha [də mo.ə] 
tro m’ ad [trɔ mad] ⇒ trom ad [trɔ mad] 
ri ar taigh [rʲir tɤj] ⇒ rir taigh [rʲir tɤj]  


38.832
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5.6.16 Exceptions 

 
á+ [a] a dh’aithghearr [ə ɣaçaR] 

a h-uile [a xulə] Aonghas+ [ɯnɯ.əs] 

air neo [əR Nʲɔː] banrigh(inn)+ [bãũNrɪ(Nʲ)] 

bliadhna [bliəNə] (gu) bràth [braːx] 

calpa+ [kaLabə] ceangal+ [kɛ̃.əL] 

chunnaic [xuNɪgʲ] cothrom+ [kɔRəm] 

deimhinn [dʲevɪNʲ] eachdraidh+ [ɛxdrɪ] 

eugh+ [eːv] Gàidheal+ [gɛː.əL] 

gaoith(e)+ [gɤj(ə)] ged [gad] 

ghille!  [iLʲə] inbhir+ [iNʲɪrʲ] 

iarann+ [iəRəN] innis+ [ĩːʃ ] 

iodhlann+ [ juLəN] ionnsaigh+ [ jũːNsɪ] 

leugh+ [Lʲeːv] muilnean/muilleann [muiLʲən] 

muillear+ [muiLʲɛr] oirnn+ [ɔːRNʲ] 

pàipear+ [pɛːhbɛr] Raghnall+ [Rɤ̃ː.əL] 

ràinig+ [raːnɪgʲ] thàinig [haːnɪgʲ]  

tionndaidh+ [tʲũːNdaj] toirsgian [tɔrɔʃgʲən] 

tu+ [du]  

 
innis+ [ĩːʃ ] ⇒ innse [ĩːʃə], innsidh [ĩːʃɪ], dh’innseas [ ʝĩːʃəs]… 
eugh+ [eːv] ⇒ eughachd [eːvəxg], dh’eugh [ ʝeːv]… 


85.44705


17.815449


